TROJANS TUMBLE 


USC falls to Ohio State at the Cotton Bowl, 24-7. 
The team had four turnovers that led to 
21 Buckeye points in what could have been 


quarterback Sam Darnold’s final game. sports: 
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MEET THE PEOPLE WHO SHAPED OUR YEAR 
| OC’S MOST | Welcome to Day Nine of the Register’s 100 Most Influential People in Property 


Pa Soa abate oS Orange County. We are highlighting people who changed lives in 2017. 
INFLUENTIAL Some entertained; some educated. All, in some way, inspired. You know O VW ners 


2017'S GAME CHANGERS IN ORANGE COUNT 

CT many of their names, but others will be surprises. e 
paying 

early to 


THE TWINS BEHIND Save tater 
‘STRANGER THINGS == 


Orange County property own- 
ers are rushing to pay their 2018 


The graduates of Chapman’s film and media arts program are pop culture property tax bill before this year 
. . , ends to save an income tax ben- 
phenoms thanks to the success of their supernatural hit on Netflix efit that could be trimmed by re- 


cent legislation. 
Orange County Treasurer Shari 


Freidenrich reported that as of 
PAS Thursday, her office collected sec- 


ond-installment payments for the 
2017-2018 billing cycle, due April 
10, from 206,791 taxpayers — a 25 
percent jump from a year ago at 
this date, when 165,583 had paid. 
Higher-income taxpayers 
TAX » PAGE 10 


@PeterLarsenBSF on Twitter 


Michael Kowalski, a profes- 
sor at Chapman University’s film 
school, was in Beirut earlier this 
year, conducting a workshop on 
sound design for Lebanese film 
students, when it struck him just 
how brightly shines the stardom 
of Matt and Ross Duffer, creators 
of the Netflix smash hit “Stranger 
Things” and 2007 graduates of 
the Dodge College of Film and 
Media Arts. 

“I mention the Duffer brothers 
and then thought, ‘People in Leb- 
anon aren’t watching ‘Stranger 
Things, ” said Kowalski, who also 
serves as the Dodge College’s as- 
sociate dean of academic affairs. 
“And I was wrong. They were all 
very excited.” 

So he pulled up a streaming 
copy of “Eater,” the short horror 
film the Duffers made as their 
senior thesis project and “one of 
the strongest student films we’d 
made,” he says. And in a class- 
room in Beirut, some 7,447 miles, 
give or take, from Chapman Uni- 
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Two confirmed dead in 
Long Beach shooting 


The shooting at a law office 
Friday apparently involved em- 
ployees at the firm; the shooter 
died from a self-inflicted wound, 
authorities said. News2 


Promises, promises: How 
to keep them in 2018 


What are the keys to honoring 
New Year’s resolutions? Which 
ones are most common? A look at 
the tradition of trying to change 
habits when a new year rolls 
around. FOCUS PAGE ON NEWS 8 


Mystery novelist Sue 
Grafton dies at age 77 

The prolific author of detective 
novels was known for an alpha- 
betically titled series that began in 
1982 with “A Is for Alibi” News 2 


Matt and Ross Duffer, 
33, Orange 


Twins commonly known as the 
Duffer Brothers, the former Chap- 
man University students from the 
Dodge College of Film and Media 

Arts continued their streaming 

success with the hit “Stranger 

Things 2” on Netflix. 
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Coast Inland 
MORE GAME CHANGERS Full weather forecast » LOCAL 8 
Meet more influencers inside. JACKSON LEE DAVIS — NETFLIX 
NEWS 10 Matt and Ross Duffer on a set featured in the second season of “Stranger Things.” Customer Service: 714-796-7777 


I@ £ J California prescriptions 
Cd co Opioid prescriptions and overdoses per 100,000 state residents 
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Vermont Gov. Peter Shumlin 
took the podium in 2014 and de- 
livered a state of the state speech 
devoid of the usual trappings. 

“During the tenure of every 
governor, there are numerous cri- 
ses,” he said. “The crisis I am talk- 
ing about is the rising tide of drug 
addiction and drug-related crime. 
In every corner of our state, her- 
oin and opiate drug addiction 
threatens us.” 

He rattled off statistics: Ver- 
mont clocked a nearly ninefold 


Source: California Health and Human Services Agency 
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THE SERIES 


Journalists from the Southern California News Group 
have spent a good part of 2017 investigating and report- 
ing on abuses in the drug rehab industry. We've found 
everything from body brokering and insurance fraud to 
possible links between rehabs and the region’s growing 
homelessness crisis. 


FRIDAY-TODAY: The opioid epidemic is pushing a growing 
number of doctors to use drugs to fight addiction, a prac- 


increase in people seeking treat- MINDY SCHAUER — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER tice widely known as “medication-assisted treatment.” 
ment for opioid addiction. Deaths Patient Michael Moreno thanks Dr. Faried Banimahd in Laguna Hills after SUNDAY: A look at responses to our investigation, and 
REHAB » PAGE 6 receiving his naltrexone pellet implant, which treats opioid dependence. ongoing problems related to rehab operations. 
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